
Find the Babotte UNKNOWN … 
 

Here you are in his day  

Walk according to the itinerary told by a friend  

Your goal: 

Find the BABOTTE UNKNOWN and say    what 

the consequences of his actions are still today 

You’re going to earn your team points: 

Send your photos and answers to questions 

as you travel to the address 

mbsjeubleu@gmail.com 

 
Total count on 140 points 

      9 Steps - 90 Points - At each stage, 10 points 

The team's photo - 3 points + 2 questions - 7 points 

        An answer to the final stage - 50 points 

   Responses are counted for 120 minutes, from the top start 

Will you be the best team? 
If you are lost, a HOT LINE phone number:  

06 19 86 29 17 

 

The starting point of your journey is:  

27 RUE DU PILA SAINT GELY 

(Corum tram stop) 

 

A story by Macée: 

“We have been walking for several days in torrential rain; what a 

winter! The toughest for many decades... Upon our arrival in the 

mailto:mbsjeubleu@gmail.com


outskirts of Montpellier, the river, which the locals call the 

Ledum, or Lez, has frozen over. We even hear the howls of 

wolves, who approach the city because of the famine. Since the 

great sickness the population has been decimated by almost 

50% and life is hard! Juvenal port, the only port on the coastal 

river of Lez, which is largely navigable and which enables the 

City of Montpellier to trade with other Mediterranean cities, is 

deserted… 

Today is not the day they will set off, loaded with goods, the 

boats set towards sea, through Lattes and Aigues-Mortes 

towards the cities of Genoa and Pisa, which have protected 

Montpellier since the old agreement was 

made with William VI… Taking a large detour 

towards the east, following the city’s fortified 

walls, we arrive at the Pila Saint Gély gate, the 

city’s entrance. In the street of the same 

name, numerous pilgrims en route to 

Santiago de Compostela mill about in front of 

us before the Chapeau Rouge hotel. 

 

(Today, the eleven-centimetre-long bronze nails mark the main 

routes followed by the pilgrims of yesterday; they represent a 

scallop shell with the inscription: Camin Roumieu-Montpellier.  

At no. 27: an imposing building built in 1447 with 12 mullioned 

windows. Note the large porch that served to let the carriages 

in. To the right on the Rue de Chapeau Rouge 

(at no. 4), you will see the oldest house in the 

city…)  

 

Continuing on to the corner of Rue Vieille-

Aiguillerie, the group stops in front of a little 



alcove that houses a statue to honour the Saint of Montpellier… 
 

Action 1 Photo of the statue of the oratory, with one of you 

Question 1 Who saved this Saint of Montpellier from death?   

Question 1bis Which door is the remnant of the 

commoncluture”,the rampart of the Middle Ages 

of Montpellier:  

A : The Babotte Tower  

B : The Tower of the Blanquerie 

C : the tower of Magne  
 

Leaving behind our group to meet again at our house, my 

husband, the MYSTERY PERSON, decides to continue to the 

chapel of the Benedictine monastery. To reach it we turn off to 

the right onto Rue de l’Aiguillerie, 

(The street name is new: Aiguillerie, which means ‘needlers’, 

refers to a place where haberdashery and needles were made 

and sold. Look to the right, the Place de la Chapelle Neuve, 

where numerous restaurants enliven Montpellier evenings)  

 

We then continue across towards Rue de l’Université (today 

known as Rue de l’Ecole de Pharmacie):  

after passing the beautiful Romanesque house in the middle of 

the street (at no. 15), we arrive in front of the Royal College. 

They say that the Faculty of Medicine will soon be 

installed there… 

(That will be the case in 1498…Currently, it houses 

La Panacée, a cultural space dedicated to 

contemporary art, artist residencies and university 

accommodation for lucky students! Feel free to 

take a look at the lovely garden)  

 



We continue across towards the ‘Latin Quarter’. On Rue 

Germain you will see the Collège de Mende or "Collège des 

Douze Médecins" (‘Twelve Doctors’ College)(at no. 1).Opposite, 

Jean de Bruguières is currently building the Girona College for 

his own students. I am particularly fond of the medieval 

gargoyles and cornices on the corner of Rue de Girone (at 

no. 7). On the way, we greet Guillaume Brun, the Toulouse 

Capitoul (municipal magistrate) and doctor, who is here on 

visit.  
 

Action 2 Photo of the college plaque, with one of you 

Question 2  What were these colleges for?   

Question 2bis What is the real name of the remedy which, in 

the Middle Ages, seemed to cure all ailments, the "panacea"? 

A : L’Asclépio 

B : La thériaque 

C : La ginsengue 
 

 

Continuing along Rue Isle Auriol (today called Rue Fournarié) 

where beautiful hotels will be built later on, we arrive at Rue de 

la Blanquerie. As we go down the street we pass by the Arts 

College, known as the ‘Wizard School’; transformations have 

taken place there to accommodate the Saint Eloi Hospital for 

the poor, sick or not… 

 

(This street will later become the Rue de Bout-du-Mont and 

then Bout-du-Monde, becoming the Rue de l’Université when 

the three universities of law, arts and science are brought 

together there, 400 years later. Today, at this location, you will 

find the rectory)  

 
 



Action 3 Photo of your group in front of the rectorate 

Question 3 Why was this street called "Blanquerie"?  

Question 3bis In the Middle Ages, what was 

called a "College of the Arts"? 

A: The Conservatory of Music 

B: The Conservatory of Plastic Arts 

C: The Faculty of Letters 

 

We retrace our steps down the Rue du Four Saint Eloi (a 

contemporary name) to stroll through the pretty Place Candolle, 

where we pass by the Rue Vieille Corraterie or Saint Germain…  

 

Here we are on the lateral side of the Saint Benoit Abbey 

chapel. It has an imposing, southern Gothic appearance: two 

clock towers and pillars that are 4.55 m in diameter support a 

ribbed vault. If one day, it becomes an episcopal seat it will be 

renamed as a cathedral! For now, there is a crowd out on the 

square, it is already noon!  

Here is the Archbishop of Toulouse, our friend, with whom my 

husband established the new parliament of Languedoc several 

years ago. Since that year they have together been among the 

number of commissioners charged with 

presiding over the general estates of our 

province in the name of the King.  

They exchange views about this ‘endless 

war’, which picked up again a year ago 

after the exploits of the Dunois at the 

Siege of Caen… “If he recovers the 

Guyenne, the war can finally be put to an 



end!” In any case, I finance the king!” says your mystery person. 

Here in Montpellier we feel removed from all of this. In 

Montpellier life is easier… my husband also evokes his 

connections with the Saint John of Rhodes Knights and his 

negotiations with Egypt for their release: “The quest for the Holy 

Grail will not happen without me! And twenty years later, I still 

regret not having interceded for Jane d’Arc!” 
  

Action 4 Photo of the cathedral porch, with your group 

Question4 What happened to the cloister of the Saint Benoit 

Monastery? 

Question 4 bis In the Middle Ages, what did “walk on top of 

the pavement” mean? " 

A: To be a prominent or rich man 

B: Stand along the walls of the street 

C: Avoid garbage accumulated in the street 
 

(Today, after the displacement of the episcopal seat previously 

held at the Abbey of Maguelone, this monument has become 

the Cathedral of Saint Peter. To the left, the façade is extended 

by the Faculty of Medicine, formerly the Saint Benoit and Saint 

Germain monastery college, erected in 1364 by Pope Urban V 

and then the archbishop's palace). 

We enter the imposing nave… my husband, despite certain 

accusations, is very pious. At the start of the year we stayed with 

our friend, Pope Nicolas V, who had just inaugurated the 

Vatican Library. A great humanist, affable and frank, we 

discussed so many subjects with him and Leon Battista Alberti! 

The arts, sciences, and even alchemy, as he had a manuscript by 

Nicolas Flamel. My husband says that the crux of alchemy is not 



the transmutation of metal, a secondary phenomenon, but the 

transformation of the alchemist himself! 

 

After leaving, we walk back up the very steep Rue Saint Pierre 

and… we skirt around the imposing Château des Guilhem. If it 

wasn’t there, a nice square would give this neighbourhood 

some space to breathe after its narrow, closed-in streets… one 

day maybe?  

 

(The Château des Guilhem, destroyed during the Religious 

Wars, was replaced by the Hôtel de Belleval and City Hall from 

1816 to 1971. Here stands the pretty Place de la Canourgue, the 

basis for a hypothetical cathedral that would have replaced the 

severely damaged Saint Peter’s). 

 

 

We go back to the old Jewish quarter via the little Rue Puits des 

Esquilles. The well there belongs to the canons of Maguelone 

and brings them an annual fee of 8 sheep, 7 goats, 3 hams, 2.5 

quintals of flour, 4 pints wine… In the early Middle Ages, an 

entire neighbourhood was organised around the synagogue: a 

community of merchants, artisans, doctors, expelled from 

Andalusia, represented an important centre of Talmudic 

teaching and dissemination of exegesis and Arabic sciences. 

Unfortunately, this came to an end in 1394 with the expulsion of 

the Jews from France. 

(Today there is a cultural centre on the Rue du Palais des 

Guilhem) 

Action 5 Photo of the sign for rue du Puit des Esquilles 

Question 5 What is the curiosity of the medieval Jewish Quarter 

(which can be visited with the Tourist Office only) 



Question 5bis The first edition of the Bible, by Gutenberg, in 

1451, was: 

A: in Hebrew 

B: in Latin 

C: in Greek 

     

We leave Rue de la Barralerie to the left of us, where the barrel 

makers deftly make their barrels, and go up Rue Montgolfier (a 

contemporary name). Crossing a main street (currently Rue 

Roch, a street of retail shops), we take Rue du Petit Scel (today it 

is there, at the Papadoble bar, that you can enjoy the famous 

casse-noisette, or nutcracker, a cocktail that won the world 

championships a few years ago!) where the voluntary 

jurisdiction, created by the King, represents a flexible and fast 

form of justice that is conducive to economic activity and 

commercial growth. It is also the draper’s quarter; did you know 

that red drapes are drapes that have been dyed with the seed of 

the Kermes oak tree?   

We skirt Saint Paul’s Church and its street stall  

 

(The church was rebuilt with a 69-meter-high 

Gothic bell tower, which is visible from very far 

away, and was renamed the Church and then 

Carré Sainte Anne. Inside, three naves are 

separated by thin, twelve-metre columns. Today 

it hosts contemporary art exhibitions, feel free 

to take a look in at the current exhibition…)  

        

Action 6 Photo of the Carré Saint Anne porch, with your group 



Question 6 Who is the Montpellier resident 

who painted, in 1450, “the portrait of King 

Charles VII” (Louvre Museum)?  

Question 6 bis In painting, the 15th century 

saw the appearance of 

A: oil painting 

B: the sfutoma 

C: the tempera 

 

We pass by the front of the church and Rue Sainte Anne, 

reaching Rue de l’Anèlerie…  

(Anèlerie roughly translates as ‘donkey stables’, the street was 

given this name when the first messages were carried by 

donkeys, before being called Rue des Messagers [messenger], 

Rue du Courrier [mail] and Rue de l’Ancien Courrier [old mail]). 

 

… there are not a lot of people, just a lone donkey, attached to a 

ring at no. 5, who is the only one visible… So we advance a little 

more and take the Rue du Bras de Fer, passing under a two-

floored arch (one of only three in Montpellier today. On this 

street you’ll also find the famous Anglo-Saxon library)…  

 

At the end, we turn right onto Rue Trésoriers de la Bourse: (at 

no. 4), the so-called treasurers are housed here in a large hotel, 

it needs to be renovated! 

(This hotel, which becomes the Hôtel Rodez-de-Benavent, is 

closed in during the 17th century by the Saporta family when 

the larger city hall was built. Today, it’s the Maison de 

Heidelberg [Heidelberg House]). This is not the case of the 

imposing Hôtel de Ginestous or Hôtel d'Hortoles (at no. 15).  



 

Now we arrive at the Place Saint Ravy (the current name): I like 

this square because of its pretty medieval façades… at the 

corner, under the arcade, towards Rue de la Vieille, there is a 

tower-shaped house with twin upstairs windows. 

(At no. 3 on Rue de la Vieille) The Hôtel de Gayon cuts a fine 

figure. It is really typical of our times!  

My husband takes me by the arm. He, the great international 

trader, wants to go to Les Halles market on the Place des Etats 

du Languedoc (today the Place Jean Jaurés) to see the goods 

being sold… Ha! What a crowd, and what a smell! There are 

mostly local products (fish, poultry, eggs, vegetables, etc.) some 

handicrafts and some wholesale goods from the big fairs… all 

this under a burning hot sun! One day, this market was to be 

covered and enclosed... 

 

 (This will be done several years later, before it is then 

demolished during the Religious Wars. It will then be 

reconstructed, only to be destroyed again. In 1869, a second 

one will emerge, a little more to the north, thanks to Marshall 

Castellane. It is based on Les Halles Baltard in Paris and has a 

metal structure that is supported by four stone corners. It is 

renovated and classified as a historical monument in 2001) 

          

Action 7    Photo of the plaque evoking the "merchants' lodge" 

Question 7 What corporation did the blaetiers and blutors 

belong to? 

Question 7bis What vegetable "intruder" in the Middle Ages  

A: leek 

B: the lens 

C: tomato 



At the north of the square 

stands the new Grande Loge 

des Marchands [Great Lodge 

of the Traders], which acts as 

both a commodities exchange 

and a commercial court, just 

like in the great trading cities 

of the Mediterranean world. 

The tower is so high that you 

can see the ocean (look at the plaque. There you can also find 

the oldest church in the city, Saint Mary’s, which dates back to 

1090 and features a statue of the black Madonna, brought back 

from the Crusades by Lord William VI. 

 

(It is the first church ‘Our Lady of Tables’, which is destroyed at 

various times. Under the Place Jean Jaurès, the vestiges of the 

crypt are preserved, where Montpellier’s History Museum is 

currently being renovated. It is here that Montpellier was born 

and where, every night, students meet and socialise) 

It is here that the most important events of the city are 

celebrated: the signing of treaties, consul vows, decorations, 

academic defences, etc. 

With great interest, my husband watches the exchanges being 

held around the church - they are trading, something that he’s 

very familiar with!  

 

Action 8 Photo of the statue of Jean Jaurès, with your group 

Question 8 What kind of exchange was done on the "tables" 

near the Church of Saint Mary? 

Question 8bis At that time, who was the "clavaire": 

A: the Treasurer of the Montpellier Consulate 



B: the City Hall Concierge 

C: the bell ringer of Notre Dame des Tables 

 

He will return without me… we continue along the Rue de 

l’Aiguillerie (the current name) to reach the ‘Place’ Pétrarque 

(the current name; in fact, at the time there was just a street, the 

square was to be created later), named after the Italian poet 

who came to study in Montpellier last century. How nice to see 

the pretty Hôtel de Varennes (no. 2) and its superb vaulted 

Gothic rooms, before 

descending Rue Embouque-

d’Or (the current name), lined 

by the most beautiful residences 

in the city. Montpellier, attached 

to the crown of France for 200 

years, has become a merchant 

republic, cosmopolitan and 

tolerant, and very famous for its 

universities… which you can see 

in its buildings! 

(All of the private mansions 

were rebuilt in the 18th century, 

including the Hôtel de Manse at no. 4 in the beautiful courtyard. 

Along the little Rue Valedeau, we come out onto the street 

where we find our palace, which was finished only recently. My 

husband was keen to carve our arms and some mysterious 

symbols onto a pillar…  

Some time ago, we received Gilberto de Montsoriu, the Grand 

Master of the Spanish Order of Montesa and successor of the 

Knights Templar, which was dissolved in France one hundred 
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years ago. Our friend, whose poor soul ‘departed’ this year, 

Agnés Sorel, had promised to come and stay here. In front, the 

lovely Chapel of the Faculty of Arts 

still presides… 

(Today it is the Hôtel des Trésoriers 

de France [The Treasurer’s Office of 

France], which has long been in 

charge of the region’s royal estates. 

Remodelled several times, in 

particular to include the city’s most 

monumental staircase, today it 

houses the Musée Languedocien. 

The chapel was retrieved by the 

charitable order of the White 

Penitents) 

Action 9   Photo of the White Penitents Church plaque 

Question9 Which king stayed in the Hôtel des Trésoriers de 

France? 

Question 9bis When the Brotherhood of White Penitents it 

installed in the old Sainte Foy Chapel? 

A: in the 15th century 

B: in the 16th century 

C: in the 17th century 

 

To finish our journey, I have decided to go and say a prayer 

somewhere very close-by on Rue Dorée (currently Rue de la 

Loge, at no. 19 bis), the birthplace of the City’s Saint. 

  

 



 

Indeed, the rumours have even reached me: With his great 

success, my husband has innumerable friends. Given that he has 

the favour of both the King and the Pope, he has been able to 

ensure both Languedoc and his own business’s prosperity. 

Because his business has become incredibly successful, he has 

gained more and more confidence in the crown and the papacy 

to which he is a servant. Everybody can recognise his 

exceptional qualities, which even his critics do not dispute! But I 

worry that his rivals have motives to their own advantage! 

Especially after the disappearance of Agnès… even of Dauphin 

Louis, one must be wary… 

 

Still, his motto is “speak, act, be silent of my joy”… He, who is 

such a good man. Just yesterday he said to me once again, “We 

should never forget that the value of a man lies in what he really 

is, not in what he owns or appears to be”…  

 

Action 10  Photo of your group 

 

 

Question 10 Who is the BABOTTE UNKNOWN ? 

 

 

Question 10bis    What did he invent ? What is left? 

 

 

Will you be the most insightful team? 

 

 

 


